CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE KNOWLEDGE INVENTORY

Indicate whether the following statements are true or false.

1. _________ Child sexual abuse always involves physical contact with children.

2. _________Most child molesters are male.

3. _________Child molesters are usually strangers.

4. _________Victims of sexual abuse suffer no long-term effects.

5. __________One out of five molesters begin their activity before age 18.

6. _________Only a small percentage of victims are male.

7. _________Most churches screen workers for potential molesters.

8. _________Church leaders cannot be held liable for child sexual abuse.

9. _________Some child sexual abuse victims have won settlements of over $1,000,000 from churches.

10. _________A child molester who has experienced a religious conversion no longer presents a threat to children.

11. _________Child sexual abuse is a criminal offense in all 50 states.

12. ________A child molester may have over 500 victims in a lifetime.

13. ________Churches in the past have been supportive of victims of child sexual abuse.

Source: Copyright 1993 Church Law and Tax Report – Used with permission
ANSWERS

1. FALSE. Child sexual abuse always involves physical contact with children.

Can include exposure, exhibitionism, voyeurism, pornography, sexual harassment, inappropriate jokes and/or language, other actions that make child uncomfortable

2. TRUE. Most child molesters are male.  (about 90%)

3. FALSE. Child molesters are usually strangers.

About 88% are known - - usually family members, family acquaintances, persons trusted by and/or close to family

4. FALSE. Victims of sexual abuse suffer no long-term effects.

 We are ust beginning to understand the long-term psychological and emotional effects, not only on victim, but also on family. Victims: depression, poor school performance, substance abuse, alchoholism, or victimizing behavior.

5. TRUE. One out of five molesters begin their activity before age 18. 

Some as young as age 7; this is why it’s also important for us to teach youths working with children how we want them to behave and to have codes of conduct; don’t let teens work alone without adult supervision. When there is 3-5 year age difference between victim and offender, this generally meets legal requirements for child sexual abuse - -limit age difference in groups of children playing together.

6. FALSE. Only a small percentage of victims are male.

Some estimate 1 out of 6 or 7 boys are victims; boys don’t talk as easily about it, more reticent to report

7. FALSE. Most churches screen workers for potential molesters.

But no longer false in our denomination, especially in our Diocese; Nationwide, statistics for all mainline churches and synagogues indicate about 70% of employees, and 35% of volunteers are screened. 

8. FALSE. Church leaders cannot be held liable for child sexual abuse.

We read or see in news regularly of church leaders being sued - - not just in Catholic church - -Lutheran, Methodist, Synogogues, etc. Basically two legal theories under which victims sue: negligent hiring, negligent supervision. Screening and training programs are efforts to limit exposure to such negligence.

9. TRUE. Some child sexual abuse victims have won settlements of over $1,000,000 from churches. 

10. FALSE. A child molester who has experienced a religious conversion no longer presents a threat to children. 

We don’t understand a lot about this dysfunction but it is clear that a person who has ever been a threat to children cannot be trusted to work with children - - they may be member of a faith community, but never permitted to be around children.

11. TRUE. Child sexual abuse is a criminal offense in all 50 states.

- True; and statutes for this offense long; in TX – 10 yrs. to date victim turns 18. Most offenders  never caught - - estimated to be only 5-10% - - thus important to teach children how to protect themselves.

12. FALSE. A child molester may have over 500 victims in a lifetime.

Two main types: preferential (sometimes called fixated; this is the type that has this many (or more) victims. They decide to select children as victims early in their own maturation.) and situational (sometimes called opportunistic, regressive - - this is the type that takes advantage of opportunities to commit offense, may be married with children of own, and upstanding in community -  may groom children, win trust, manipulate). 

13. FALSE. Churches in the past have been supportive of victims of child sexual abuse.

One reason many victims gave for suing their church was the lack of adequate response from the church when the offense was reported. It is important to be prepared so you can respond appropriately to victim.

